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T WAS a great day In Gaines-
ville Ala Thirtymi of the
hardiet and most adventurous
of the young backwoodsmen who
lived in the settlement and near

journey in search of Mold which
they understood had Men discovered
the previous year MM miles to
the westward

They didnt plan to make this Jour-
ney by rail for there few rail-

roads anywhere and none at all which
reached either Gainesville or the new
gold fields They didnt plan to go by

water because they thought the over-

land route would be pleasanter more
salubrious and more economical Their
plan to no on horseback trans-
porting their supplies in wagons hauled
by mules And they carried out their
plan making the start in March JWt

A member of the party so far ac
known the only survivor told the
story of their transcontinental Journey
to the writer of this article oUr
day On the day of the start this man
was a few months under twentyeight
tall broad and like a steam engine
for endurance He was a lawyer by
profession and while he east his tot
with the gold hunters it was not his
intention to seek the precious metal
personally In California but to prac-

tice law In a new mining country he
reasoned there would be plenty of dis-

agreements over claims and the de
mand for lawyers to help settle them
would be good

His name is Edmund Winston Pettus
now elghtyflve one of the Alabama
members of the United States Senate

the oldest member of that body and
slated to be returned on August 27

along with Senator John T Morgan
Mr Pettus became famous lawyer
later but not in California Still later
he became famous as a Confederate
soldier in the civil war beginning as a
major ending as a brigadier general
and in the meantime performing prod-
igies of valor

The westward Journey of the Gaines-
ville argonauts occupied about seven
months They penetrated trackless
wildernesses crossed desert plains
climbed difficult mountain nd forded
Joy rivers mostly without guides and
surrounded much of the time by hos-
tile Indians But thanks to their
splendid health and dauntless courage
all arrived safe and well in SetKewber
at Sacramento City There w only
one erioue cswlty hi the seven

months to any member of the party
He ruined his right hand by the ac-

cidental discharge of his rifle
Our baggage train consisted of ten-

or fifteen wagons each hauled by a
mule teem said the Senator and
loaded light From Gainesville we
headed for VIcksburg There
we took a steamboat for Little Rock
Ark and from there we laid our
course to Fort Smith

At Fort Smith they found that a cer-

tain Major Washington of the United
States Army at the head of a party
of dragoons mounted on white and
dapplegray horses was about ready
to start for Santa Fe It was the next
objective point of the Alabama Argo-

nauts and they decided for
sake to travel In the rear of the
troupe But they did not follow the
soldiers long They made suck poor
headway that it seemed to the eager
Alabama argonauts that It would take
them a year to reach Santa Fe at
the rate they were traveling The
argonauts were thinking seriously of
pushing on ahead when something
happened which practically forced the
soldiers and the gold seekers to part
The majors horses stampeded two or
three dye out of Fort Smith and gal-

loped riderless back toward the fort
and the major and his men had to send
back after their mount

Though then on the edge of the Co

menthe territory through the heart
of which they were to pass the Ala
barrians decided to push on without
any protection save their rifles and
their own good sense and nerve

By that time the party had been in
to about a hundred more than

twice as inane us it originally num-

bered The additions were gold seek-

ers from different parts of the country
n st of them said the Senator men
of courage determination and good
sense They appreciated fully the
dangers of the territory they proposed
to penetrate and decided to form an
organization of their own based on the
military form A captain lieutenant
sergeants and corporals were chosen
by one and the others served
as privates agrees to obey orders
as implicitly as If they were regularly
enlisted soldiers while on the march
and hi camp as well as when danger
threatened from the Indiana should
such a thins occur

said the Senator that Ute here lender
will be the real lender when Is

needed no matter who has been
to the poet

t

First Soar
We traveled by compass We had

the best maps then obtainable and w
knew the general direction we shout
take front Fort Smith to Santa Fe
Every morning before breaking camp

we laid our course for the day choc
ing some mountain tor a
after we were within sight of
mountains but on the plains semi
object tike a clump of trees growing
on the horizon along a water course

One man was delegated to carr
the compass and to go ahead of
main party a guide always keeping

the distant landmark In view He wa
accompanied by two or three other
scouts and the duty of the little ad
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vance party was twofold to watch
for Indians as well as to find the way
Most days however their work was
solely that of guides They might find
that it would be necessary to turn

temporarily from the general
direction indicated because the ground
was impassable for the wagons re-

turning to the course as laid out later
One day we had a big I

was one of the extra men with the
guide that day

We hadnt gone very fitr and camp
had not yet been broken when we
saw away ahead of us what looked
like at least a thousand horses We
had heard of Indians riding on the
sides cf their horses so that they
couid not be seen and we auepeetod
that the thousand horses had a thou-
sand riders and that the thousand
riders were an army of Comanche
who having heard of our earning
were on the way to meet us kill us
and rob us of our supplies A big
wagon train like ours would have
been a fine prize for them Presently-
our suspicions were strengthened

fact that we could se that a few
of the horses actually had riders

Our guide didnt know what to do
but Allen MeOaskill a private in our
organization who was in the ad-

vance party that day showed quali-
ties of leadership on the spot He
told i to fall back slowly and to
watch Ute advancing savages closely
He would himself ride back to camp

v
ft fast as he could and get everything
ready to receive them there They
wee coming straight on alt the time

and in
fact so did we before tiny came up

When we readied camp we found
that MeCaskilU who was a Scotch
man with a hard head that was full
f brains had got everything ID lint
class order He thewagons so that formed a hollow
sqwtr had placed the mnles and
horses Inside and had out
extra suns and ammunition Every-
thing was ready

It wasnt long before the Indians

scare

b-

UM

u

but be got bock to the camp

4

aside

eel

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

reached They came directly tor
our wagon train till within two or
three hundred yards then they
swerved to one side and after a short
parley with as passed on We saw
tlHn that while there were many
norM were only six Indians

They were the few riders we had
seen but they werent Comanches
They were Seminoles Indians origi-
nally from our own Alabama country
hir in the Indian Territorythou Ihln

tae

these

¬

They had been further Went into the
mountain country aaa had n t
drove of horses from the Comancheft
The sty Seminole horse thieves bore us
no ill will and had no time to stop
long They were fleeing for their lives
they said fearing to be overtaken and
killed by a Comnmrhe army which
they believed was pursuing them

When they lad gone on we resum
od our journey in peace There had
been no real danger but the Indica
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tions were that there was Me
CaskiH was Justified in the prepara-
tions he made to receive the supposed
hoftille hand After they had passed on
a funny thing happened The elected
captain who had made no objections
to following McCashlHi plan avid

who had obeyed orders as promptly as
the others long as looked like a
possible light began to dud fault with

and to charge McCaskill
with insubordination This by no

sad

ali 1tt

¬
mesjts increased the captains popu-
larity

So far as we ever knew the
Seminoles were not caught by the Co
manches We met no pursuing band
and we never heard of any

Was that the only encounter you
had with the Indians on your

No We met them many times and
unce we were really near to a flght We
had reached the mountain country and

thievish
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were surrounded by Comanrhes
had made our camp in a cove a re-

cess in the side of the mcuntain look
tag out upon a valley and were pro-

tected by high rook walls on all sides
but one A band of about a hundred
Comanches approached us fully arm
ed not with rifles but bows and ar

W werent afraid of any sr
Ions damage but we prepared
for them by getting our guns ready
avid when they had nearly reached us
up went oar rifles to our shoulders as
If we were about to fire That brought

Indians to a halt they saw that
they could not prevail against our bul-

lets and shot no arrows but I
am convinced that they intended to
rob MS

it was thought advisable to exchange
wagons for pack and the

gold seekers spent some time tiere-
reorganising their transportation srv
iee It had been planned to pruned
westward from Santa Fe ford or swim
tIM Rio Grande cross the mountains
M the Gila river and follow Its cours
to souther California But the our
ren C the Rio Grande very
wtth melted snow water from tin
mountains to the north was too p wci-

f Per us

Up Rio Graxde
The river was practically a

of falls where we wished to
cross said the Senator and tiles
were too elm together for us Had
they been farther apart we could have
worn our mules diagonally across
landing them some distance below the
piece we started them But with so
swift a current they would have been
carried over the falls below before
they could reach the opposite bank

3o we didnt cross Rio Grande
at all we went round It That took
us DM miles out of the way I incun
that we went north and finding the
crossing Impossible all the way u

the stream finally reached South Pass
going westward through It

This detour lengthened the Journey
so that It was nearer 3000 than 2 u
miles Continuing the Senator sad

We met Kit Carson the noted

Continued on Fifth Page

Bobs Redemption
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the things e said about Uncle Joe was
so awful that Mrs Mitchell told the
liens to go away

How you talk of my uncle
like that see Gerty firing up

You forget yourself George sea
Mrs Mitchell YouU like im when
you set to know im better

Dont you call me George sea
George Crofts turning on er Ive
been done thats wot Ive been I t I

fourteen pounds when I was paid oif

and its melting like butter
Well weve enjoyed ourselves sea

Gerty and thats what money was
given us for Im sure those two 4

ave had a splendid time thanks to
you Dont go aad spoil all by a In tie
bit e temper

Temper SOB George turning on

her Uve done with you I wouKlu t
marry you if you was the ony gal in
Ute world I wouldnt marry you if
you paid me

Oh indeed see Gerty but
you think you can get out of it like
that youre mistaken Ive lost my
young man through and Im not
going to lose you too Ill send my
two big cousins round to aee you to-

morrow
They wont put with no non-

sense I can tell you sea Mrs
Mitchell

She called the boys to her and thrn
she and Gerty arter holding ttvir
mile very high and staring at
vent off and left lm alone He wtnt
straight oft ome counting is money

all the way and trying to it
more and arter telling Bob h d
been treated and trying hard to
1m to go shares in his losses pack d-

up his things and cleared out all boil-

Ing over with temper
Bob dazed he couldnt
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head or tail out of it but e went
round to see Gerty the first thing neat
morning and she explained things to
him

I dont know when Ive enjoyed my-

self so much she sea wiping In r
but Ive had enough gadding

evening have
time together looking at the furnitur
shops
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